
 
 

 
 
Psychology Quick Reference Guide 
 
Ø The Psychology and Behavioral 

Sciences Collection is a database 
providing full text for almost 400 
journals. Topics covered include 
emotional and behavioral 
characteristics, psychiatry and 
psychology, mental processes, 
anthropology, and observational and 
experimental methods.  

 
About this Guide 
Access EBSCOhost through your library’s 
website or by entering search.ebscohost.com 
in your browser. If you need assistance, 
please contact your Librarian.  
 
This quick reference guide will demonstrate 
how to search the Psychology and 
Behavioral Sciences Collection on the 
EBSCOhost platform in Advanced Search 
mode.  
 

 
 
Search Basics 
Boolean operators (and, or, not) combine 
search terms to narrow or broaden results. 
 

Use “AND” to string terms together and 
reduce the number of results. 
Ø For example, type sleep AND walking 

to find results that have both sleep and 
walking.  

 
Use “OR” to broaden your search and 
increase number of results.  
Ø For example, type sleep AND walking 

OR waking to find results that have the 
terms “sleep” and “walking,” or the term 
“waking.” 

 
Use “NOT” to narrow your search and filter 
out topics you do not wish to be included in 
your search.  
Ø For example, type sleep OR walking 

NOT waking to find results that have 
the terms “sleep” or “walking” but not 
the term “waking.”  

Definitions of Selected Fields 
AB Abstract: brief summary of the article 
KW Keywords: natural language terms 
describing document’s content 
PB Publisher: organization/company that 
publishes the journal or book 

Title search (Title of article, 
book, chapter, or dissertation) 
Enter the title (or the words you want 
contained in the title) in the search box. 
Choose TI Title from the drop-down list.  
Ø For example, typing “amygdala” and 

selecting title will bring back results 
with “amygdala” in the titles. If you 
know the complete title, you can type 
that in. 
 

 



Author Search 
Enter all or part of the author’s name in the 
search box and choose AU Author from the 
drop-down list. For best results, use 
quotation marks and enter the name as “last 
name, first name.”  
 

 

Source Search 
Enter the journal title or book title in the 
search box. Choose SO Publication Name 
from the drop-down list.  
Ø For example, typing “American 

Psychologist” will bring back results 
from that journal.  
 

 

Subject Term Search 
The Thesaurus provides the controlled 
vocabulary for the database.  
In EBSCOhost, Index Terms are referred to 
as Subjects. Select SU Subjects from the 
drop-down list and enter your search terms 
in the search box.  
 

 
 
You can access the Thesaurus by clicking on 
the Subjects link.  
 

 

Record Display 
The record displays useful information such 
as bibliographic data, including the title, 
author(s), abstract, publication source, 

publisher, ISSN, language, keywords, digital 
object identifier, and much more. 
  

 

Print/Save/Email 
Add any items you are interested in to your 
folder by clicking on the “Add to folder” 
link. 

 
You can then manage the items in your 
folder in the following ways: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Need more guidance?  
Visit Cari Ryan in the Library or email her 
at cariryan@pacrim.edu.  
 
 

 


